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Evaluating Effectiveness of Occupational Safety and Health
M easuresin the Scientific Laboratoriesin the Palestinian

Universitiesin Gaza Strip: a Field Study

Abstract: The aim of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of the
occupational safety and health measures in the scientific laboratories in the
Palestinian universities in Gaza Strip. The researchers used the descriptive
analytical methods to access the necessary data, and prepared a questionnaire
which consists of four fields containing (58) statements. The collection of
data was prepared by using the stratified random sample whose participant
number was (218) persons with actual response rate of (80%). In addition, the
researched utilized the personal interviewerswith users of the university labs.
The result of the study showed that the senior management has fair
commitment and responsibility towards the policy formulation and safety
planes and programs. In addition, the study revealed that there is arelative
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acceptance of providing occupational safety and health tools and the
employees did not receive adequate training about how to use the means and
tools of occupational safety. The study recommended that universities need to
create a specialized department to design and follow up the occupational
safety, focus on training staff to promote awareness and develop their skills.
It emphasized on the application of all laws and regulations concerning the
safety and protection of workers in the laboratories as approved by the
Palestinian Labor Law No. (7) for the year 2000. Finally, the study
recommended activating safety systems within the scientific laboratories in
the Palestinian universities.
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